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CULTURE OF PEACE INITIATIVE (CPI) January 2008
Dear Peacebuilding Colleagues,

THANK YOU for your continued participation in the Culture of Peace Initiative (CPI) and its
annual highlight International Day of Peace on September 21.

Since 1983, at the request of the Office of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Pathways
To Peace (PTP) has submitted an Annual Report to the UN, summarizing the Peace Day activities

of Participating Organizat i ons wor | dwi de. I n this yearés
diverse and creative ways in which people express Peace. Please see pages 16-70 for Peace
Day activities by organizations, groups and individuals worldwide.

One of the objectives of CPl is to build co-operation between Peacebuilders along diverse paths
throughout the world. In 2007, an important step was taken in that direction: CPI launched its
Community Hub on WiserEarth. Through the advanced technology of WiserEarth, CPI
Participants can now post information about their Peace Day events and other activities online. In
2008, CPI will continue to develop its web presence on WiserEarth with an even more
sophisticated Community Group, where Participants can share resources and communicate with
each other. Read more about the CPI Community Hub on page 76.

Another important development in 2007 was 30 Days of Peace, a collaboration project between
CPI and Earthdance International that extended Peace Day celebrations from September 11 to

October 10. One unique piece that this project brings to large scale global events is a greater level

of quantification of participation and activity for the purposes of studying the effect on society and
the environment. Please view the summary of 30 Days of Peace on pages 14-15.

Featured organizations in this yeards report

Prayer Society (WPPS), whose members actively participate in Peace Day each year. Also, on
pages 73-74 you will find a list of other organizations that promote and coordinate Peace Day
activities among their members.

CPI has a new website: welcome to www.cultureofpeaceinitiative.org!

fi éting in concert, we DO make a difference in the quality of our lives, our institutions,
our environment, and our planetary future. Through co-operation,
we mani fest the essenti al spirit that

Most Sincerely,
The Culture of Peace Initiative (CPI) Secretariat

Avon Mattison, President, Pathways To Peace

Monica Meller Eldh, CPI Coordinator, Pathways To Peace
Edward Hsu, CPI Intern, Pathways To Peace

Michael Kwan, CPI Intern, Pathways To Peace

Calista Pearce, CPI Intern, Pathways To Peace

Sara Snitselaar, CPI Intern, Pathways To Peace

Pathways To Peace
International Secretariat, Culture of Peace Initiative (CPI)
PO Box 1057
Larkspur, CA 94977
www.cultureofpeaceinitiative.org
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ABouT THE CULTURE OF PEACE INITIATIVE (CPI)

ORIGINS
At its 36th session of the United Nations, the General Assembly unanimously declared in
a resolution adopted on November 30, 1981, that the opening of its annual session in
September should be officially dedicated and observed as the International Day of
Peace, devoted "to commemorating and strengthening the ideals of peace both within and
among all nations and peoples."”

In 1983, Robert Muller, then Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations, approved
the initiative of Pathways To Peace (PTP) Founder and President Avon Mattison to
coordinate the International Day of Peace with members of civil society representing
diverse organisations. The following year, citizens in over 52 countries had responded to
PTPO6s invitation t o par t-GenerapParezale Cukllar grange 9
status of Peace Messenger | niti at.iin2e06,the
project was renamed Culture of Peace Initiative (CPI) to better reflect the idea behind it.

Since its inception, the Culture of Peace Initiative (CPI) has continued to serve as an
informal coalition of forerunners in the emerging field of Peacebuilding, to give evidence
that Peace is a practical reality and necessity in the 21% century.

The annual highlight of the CPI, the International Day of Peace, marks our personal and
planetary progress toward Peace, and reminds us that our commitment-- above all
interests or differences of any kind-- is to Peace.

VISION AND PURPOSE
The Culture of Peace Initiative (CPI) is a co-operative Peacebuilding Initiative whose long-
term purpose is to unite the strengths of existing organisations in building a Culture of
Peace for succeeding generations. One of the purposes of CPI is to bring to light the
previously unseen and unheard Peacebuilders and their organizations, through the focus
point of the annual International Day of Peace, 21 September.
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THE ANNUAL CPI REPORT
As International Secretariat for the Culture of Peace Initiative (CPI), Pathways To Peace
compiles and publishes an Annual Report, dedicated to the United Nations and to
UNESCOb6s I nternational Year for tKdtureoi|l t ur e
Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010). Recent Annual
Reports can be viewed online on the dedicated website
www.cultureofpeaceinitiative.org. Additional information on the Initiative, how to
become a Participant, and on Pathways To Peace can be found in the Appendices of this
Report.

The 2007 CPI Report describes Peace Day events in 87 countries and territories. The
events range in scale, from a group of individuals who get together and talk about peace,
to organized meetings that draw thousands of people.

All events are listed by country and alphabetical order. Peace Day activities at the United
Nations are described at the beginning of the report.

The 2007 CPI Report does not capture all the activities that occurred worldwide on
International Day of Peace in 2007. To post information on a past Peace Day event,
please visit the CPI Community Hub on WiserEarth and follow the instructions. (More info
about the CPI Community Hub on page 76.)

Peace Day face painting,
Peace Flag Project & American Friends Service Committee, Rhode Island
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MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon

New York, 21 September 2007

Dear friends,

Peace is one of humanitydssomashte pUne ctieodu sN an e eodnss.d
calling.

It defines our mission. It drives our discourse. And it draws together all of our worldwide
work, from peacekeeping and preventive diplomacy to promoting human rights and
development.

This work for peace is vital. But it is not easy. Indeed, in countless communities across
the world, peace remains an elusive goal. From the displaced person camps of Chad
and Darfur to the byways of Baghdad, the quest for peace is strewn with setbacks and
suffering.

September 21, the International Day of Peace, is an occasion to take stock of our efforts
to promote peace and well-being for all people everywhere.

It is an opportunity to appreciate what we have already accomplished, and to dedicate
ourselves to all that remains to be done.

It is also meant to be a day of global ceasefire: a 24-hour respite from the fear and
insecurity that plague so many places.

Today, | urge all countries and all combatants to honour this cessation of hostilities. And
| ask people everywhere to observe a minute of silence at noon local time.

As the guns fall silent, we should use this opportunity to ponder the price we all pay due
to conflict. And we should resolve to vigorously pursue ways to make permanent this
daybés pause.

On this International Day, let us promise to make peace not just a priority, but a passion.
Let us pledge to do more, wherever we are in whatever way we can, to make every day
a day of peace.

Thank you.
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2007 PEACE DAY ACTIVITIES AT THE UNITED NATIONS

United Nations Headquarters, New York

The observance of the International Day of Peace 2007 at the United Nations Headquarters in
New York began with a ceremony at the Japanese Peace Bell on the front lawn of the Secretariat
Building on the morning of 21 September. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Mrs. Ban, President of
the General Assembly Srgjan Kerim and the Messengers of Peace Michael Douglas, Jane
Goodall, Elie Wiesel and new Messenger Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein of Jordan were flanked
by 193 students from the UN International School, dressed in their national costumes, holding
flags of the United Nations and all the Member States.

The United Nations singers welcomed t h@emerawi t h t he #ASc
announced the appointment of four new Messengers of Peace: Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein of

Jordan, Israeli conductor and pianist Daniel Barenboim, Brazilian author Paulo Coelho, and

violinist Midori Goto from Japan. The Secretary-General then rang the Peace Bell to mark the

International Day of Peace.

At the end of the ceremony, the dignitaries and flag-bearers joined the annual Student
Observance in which 700 middle and high school students in New York, including young refugees
from Peru and Sudan, were connected via satellite to young people at the UN missions in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lebanon and Sudan.

Following opening remarks by the Secretary-General and the President of the General Assembly,

the students as well as the Messengers of Peace exchase
Climate of Changeodo. The student commemoration ended v
by one, the flags of the nations of the world were presented with a pledge for peace.

At noon, the Secretary-General called on the staff at Headquarters and people all over the world
to observe one minute of silence, in the name of peace.

z -»-u { = i
UN Secretary General Ban K ions

For more information: http://www.un.org/events/peaceday/2007/index.shtml
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2007 PEACE DAY ACTIVITIES -
UNITED NATIONS PEACE OPERATIONS

Many UN peace operations and Information Centres around the world celebrated International
Day of Peace in different ways:
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Kids let peace kites fly in Kabul, Afghanistan. UN Photo/Helena Mulkerns

The most effective campaign may have taken place in Afghanistan, where the UN Mission in

Afghanistan (UNAMA), UN agencies, the Government, parliament, mosques, schools and many

Afghan organizations prepared for the Day of Peace months ahead of time. The Ministry of Health

used to occasion to carry out a polio vaccination <can
events took place across the country, although the called-for ceasefire was not observed. In

Kabul, 1.500 people watched and took part in performances, kite flying, songs and prayers for

peace. 500 people joined a peace march in Jalalabad.

In Liberia, hundreds of young people observed the Day in a stadium in Monrovia, participating in
sporting and entertainment events, which were sup
Sports Minister as well as the counstattepndedstheDeputy D
celebrations.
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Panel discussion in Dili, Timor-Leste. UN Photo/Martine Perret

Several activities took place in Timor-Leste, organized by the United Nations Mission there,
ranging from panel discussions, a public speaking contest on the theme of peace, marches,
football matches and movie screenings.

In Freetown, Sierra Leone, the UN Integrated Office, the African Youth for Peace and Democracy
Movement and a coalition of civil society organizations organized a music and drama festival.

The UN mission in Cyprus observed the Day with a peace candle ceremony in Nicosia hosted by

the Chief of the Mission Michael Mgller. More than 70 guests participated, including the Cyprus

Worl d War |1 Veterans®d6 Association, the diplomatic cc
communities and a group of cyclists who had pedaled from Brussels in the name of peace.
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In Sudan, the UN mission there and the Government of North Darfur organized ceremonies for
the International Day of Peace together. The observerance, held in El Fasher, marked the first
cooperation between them on a public event.

Reading peace poems, a roundtable discussion and speeches featured in the UN peacekeeping
operationd6s celebrations for the Day at its
Minister of Foreign Affairs, several Ambassadors, representatives from organizations of civil
society and UN agencies participated.

The UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, William Swing, gave an interview, explaining the significance of the Day for the UN
mission there and the country.

ma i

Letds redouble our efwasttshe nt pemecobui hei Dgy i
opened a

vice presidents, UN officials and diplomats
bicycle ride around Bujumbura and spoke about peace in the country at the official ceremony.

In Bujumbura, Burundi a bicycle ride around the capital took place.

In Haiti, the observations took place at a high school in Cité Soleil, a former crime-ridden part of
Port-au-Prince. The symbolic value of celebrating the Day of Peace in that area was emphasized
by several speakers. The events included an exhibition of drawings by students, reading of the
message of the Secretary-General, tree-plantings and awards for top students.

In Bissau, Guinea-Bissau the Day of Peace was marked in a public ceremony, a football
tournament and the observation of one minute of silence.

Numerous United Nations Information Centres (UNICs) around the world held peace ceremonies
on the Day. In Yaounde, Cameroon, the message of the Secretary-General was brought to three

di fferent school s. I n Azerbaijan, the exhibiti

n
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roundt abl e on fiPeace for you, CiPmgueorganizedfadlebatee ver yoneo v

and presentation of a new peace and security related publication. In Moscow, a wreath-laying
ceremony took place, and in Bucharest, Romania, a sporting event was held.

The programme of the UN Information Service in Vienna included a dance performance by 70

children representing 50 different nations. Students wrote and read a peace statement, and the
message of the Secretary-General.

For more information: http://www.un.org/events/peaceday/2007/commemoration.shtml
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2007 PEACE DAY REPORT
IDP VIGIL

¥ International Day of Peace Vigil

21 September

The "International Day of Peace Vigil" is an idea of a growing number of individuals and groups
bound only by a common belief that the power of prayer, meditation, or other sacred spiritual
practice serves as a powerful means of encouraging peace and promoting a global ceasefire. We
represent many various religious and spiritually oriented groups and a wide segment of civil
society throughout the world, as well as representing ourselves as individuals, to support the
objective of the International Day of Peace Vigil, which is:

"To encourage worldwide, 24-hour spiritual observations for peace and nonviolence on the
International Day of Peace, September 21st in every house of worship and place of spiritual
practice, by all religious and spiritually based groups and individuals, and by all men, women and
children who seek peace in the world."

The International Day of Peace Vigil is a global undertaking that requires the efforts of many
people of all faiths and beliefs to be successful. We encourage you to support the United Nations'
call for a full day of global ceasefire on 21 September by observing the day in spiritual
contemplation for peace, global ceasefire and nonviolence with other members of your community
and/or the broader interfaith community.

IDP Vigil 2007 i a growing movement

This year& International Day of Peace Vigil broke a lot of records. The IDPV received 623
commitments on our website (www.idpvigil.com). After the event, we received a tremendous
amount of feedback and photos about the success of the day. Each group celebrated the day
differently. From yoga and peace poles to prayer and fasting, each group made a difference -- for
peace.

Our 2007 records show that:

x  We had 623 commitments across the
world

70 countries

225 cities (outside of the USA)

42 US states

An estimate of nearly 500,000
participants

x  An average of 500 people per event

X X X X

Nithyananda Dhyanapeetam (Bidadi, India)

For more information: www.idpvigil.com
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2007 PEACE DAY REPORT
30 DAYS OF PEACE

3 DAYS OF

PEACE

2007 Report

I n the Beginningeé

30 Days of Peace, founded in 2007 as an annual campaign, is a global networking and
awareness raising project that seeks to track, link, and support the uncharted number of peace-
related events and projects happening around the world each year in September and October.
The central focus of 30 Days of Peace is the annual International Day of Peace held on
September 21st.

The overarching goal of 30 Days of Peace is to increase participation in year round Peacebuilding
efforts around the world.

30 Days of Peace, under the auspices of The Culture of Peace Initiative, is a joint project of
Pathways To Peace, a United Nations NGO, and Earthdance International, a 501c3 not for profit
organization.

The first annual 30 Days of Peace celebration began on September 11" 2007, the 101st
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's creation of the modern non-violence movement, and concluded
on October 10th, the birthday of the late international journalist and musician Daniel Pearl.

Included in 30 Days of Peace were the 11th Annual Earthdance Global Music and Dance Festival
for Peace, September 15; and the 6th Annual Daniel Pearl World Music Days, October 1 -15. The
combined reach of these two organizations alone is hundreds of event locations worldwide.

The inaugural 30 Days of Peace campaign began the process of formalizing this global event
network, and linking the NGOs and non-profits behind the events. A beta website was launched,
www.daysofpeace.org, supported by a publicity and viral awareness campaign, with a global
events calendar and database that provided information on over 1,000 peace events that occurred
throughout the world during 30 Days of Peace.

The following organizations were key allies in the first annual 30 Days of Peace:

Common Passion

The Daniel Pearl Foundation
Music 4 Peace

We, The World

WiserEarth

World Peace Prayer Society

X X X X X X
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30 Days of Peace: A Celebration of Oneness

One sub-project of 30 Day of Peace in 2007 was 30 Days of Peace: A Celebration of Oneness,
a series of meditation and prayers for community and global peace, organized and promoted by
Culture of Peace Initiative (CPI), CommonPassion.org, Earthdance International, Association for
Global New Thought, World Peace Prayer Society, Friends of the UN and many other local and
global groups. This program was held between September 11, 2007 and October 10, 2007 and
global participants came from many different faith-systems, indigenous communities and
meditation assemblies.

A unique piece that this project brings to large scale global meditation and prayer events is a
greater level of quantification of participation and activity for the purposes of studying the effect on
society and the environment.

Each participating individual or group selected a day or days within the 30-day period in which to
perform their specific prayer, meditative or celebrative practice, and enrolled on the
CommonPassion site, providing a profile of the practice to be performed on the selected day(s).

A Shared Intention Agreement to foster collective coherence was jointly developed by participants,
arrived at via dialogue in the CommonPassion Forum. The Shared Intention Agreement was:

| AM Peace, Love, Wisdom and Compassion.
I smile in gratitude toward the divinity in all life.

The results that are reported here come from the CommonPassion web site registrations
systems. In addition to these numbers, other groups and individuals participated but did not
register on the CommonPassion site. By way of personal communiqué with co-collaborators, the
estimated additional number is between 300,000 and 1,000,000 people.

Groups |Individuals | Group Individuals | Total Individuals
Total Registrants 52 247 334,914 335,161
Average Daily Participants 9 88 22,756 22,844

The two days that saw the highest number of participants were September 26 and 27 (330716
and 330793 individuals). A majority of the groups that signed up came from USA, but the country
most represented among individuals was India. The most popular type of practice was meditation.

30 Days of Peace in 2008 and beyond
Created as an organic movement of many organizations and individuals, 30 Days of Peace

expects to significantly expand its event network and Peacebuilding activities in 2008 and the
years beyond. For more information, please visit the dedicated website: www.daysofpeace.org

For more information: www.daysofpeace.org
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2007 PEACE DAY ACTIVITIES LISTED BY COUNTRY

(Listings marked with an * were reported to the CPlsecr et ar i at pri or to Peace Day as

AFGHANISTAN

ASCHIANA About 20 kids visited Radio and Television Afghanistan (RTA) and told the
general director that they've had enough war and that their only wish is peace and security.
Some of their messages were broadcast via KNN Afghanistan.

In the Central Highlands around 200 people took part in a clean-up campaign for peace in
Band-e-Amir national park.

Cooperation Center for Afghanistan (CCA) organized a peace event for about 450 people
in Kabul, Bamyan, Balkh and Harat.*

Disbandment of lllegal Arms Groups Hundreds waited for former commanders who used to
hold weapons and are now involved with the peace process to disarm and wait for the
declaration of Saighan as a Peace District by the Governor of Bamyan, Mrs. Habiba Sorabi.
The Saighan Police Headquarters was dressed up with peace posters and messges.

Estlegal High School, Kabul. Around 1,500 people gathered at one of Kabul's best known
schools, the Estleqal High School, to watch and take part in performances, kite flying, songs
and prayers for peace.

In the eastern city of Jalalabad at least 500 people joined a peace march, a day after
thousands poured through the streets of the western city of Herat in what media reports
described as one of the biggest rallies Afghanistan has ever seen.

Kabul Girls High School: 50 high school girls painted white, as a symbol of peace, over their
gray school. The media arrived with their cameras and interviewed some of the girls'
reactions.

Enthusiastic celebrations took place in Kandahar and Zabul provinces on Thursday, and
doves and balloons were released into the air.

President Hamid Karzai released a Peace Day statement via national radio saying that
Afghanistan was committed to doing everything in its power to make peace permanent for the
nation and region.

—
. ARGENTINA

The United Religions Initiative (URI), World Peace Prayer Society and other organizations

celebrated the International Day of Peace in the Naciones Unidas Square in Buenos Aires

under the Motto fAPeace iancesmudrprayers took place witfmany Song s,
children and grandparents taking part. The Bolivian, Japanese and aboriginal communities

with different NGOs and the Villasoles institute performed dances and songs while the

audience shared their feelings, aspirations and prayers for peace. The community took part in

the Billion Tree Campaign, in which a native Argentinian tree, a Timbo, was planted in the

hopes that the tree would serve to protect the earth with its canopy for generations to come.

(More about URI on page x and WPPS on page x)

d
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fiPeace in our communityo, Argentina

ARUBA

Aruba Peace Festival 2007 started with a planting of a Peace Pole and opening of a
temporary labyrinth on September 15. During the week of Peace, the primary and secondary
schools had a chance to do different activities regarding the theme, and on the 21* a Peace
offering was made to Aruba by some of the school children. Celebrations also included a
Peace Flame and yoga for Peace.

AUSTRALIA

The city of Adelaider ai sed the United Nations flag and sang fl
marked the launch of an exhibition of peace artwork and a commemoration for peace

activists. A stall selling coffee and embroidery raised funds for the developing world. As night

fell, participants reveled in a multi-faith time of reflection, a universal display of inter-faith

peace, and stood in solidarity for women peacemakers worldwide.

Bahai Community On September 16" in Adelaide, there was an hour of inspirational
readings and music on peace and harmony.*

Beautifulmind Beautifulworld, Adelaide, set up the sale of hand-made peace themed cards
with Ethiopian coffee and snacks.*

Belgrave Community Arts Partnership A group of 15 in Melbourne (Belgrave) participated
in a meditation morning and afternoon ceremony with Peace art.*

Benton Junior College About 580 youth in multi-age fellowship groups in Mornington

stopped for a minute of silence at noon, which was followed by a peace pledge. The
ceremony closed with the children singing fAUnder th
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